
“COLLECTIVE INSIGHT” 

A new painting exhibit proposed for Florence for the 9
th

 Florence Biennale, 

Biennale International of Contemporary Art. 

 

An installation or simply an exhibit of paintings?  

 

In June of 2012, my students and I presented a series of paintings in which the subject of 

every piece was an eye (most being human). The exposition was done in collaboration 

with Present Contemporary Art in Florence. Now we are ready to put the installation in a 

new context that will feature many artists from different places. I prefer to call this 

exhibit an installation because it is presented as one collective body of work and was 

executed as such from the beginning.  

 

I designed this exhibition just as I have designed others in the past. Those experiences 

helped me in figure out ways to unite the artwork with common denominators like size 

and subject. 

 

Every painting was executed by the painter as a single piece of artwork that could both 

stand on its own and be a part of a collective in order to recognize individuality but also 

to recognize that each individual is a part of a larger community. 

 

Just as it did in previous collaborations, the repetition of the same subject stimulates a 

healthy dialogue and confrontation for the artists. Once the artists view the installation, 

they search for their identity in the art but may only see the artwork of their peers.  

 

Every painter had to choose a picture of an eye (it could have been a photograph they had 

taken). The important thing was that the photo represented a single eye. 

 

While the subject of the exhibition was decided on spontaneously, it soon developed into 

something meaningful: the eye represents insight and the window in which we perceive 

the world. We can look and we can see but we can’t look without seeing. 

In an era full of dizzying changes that shock us to the extent of mental paralysis, it is a 

struggle but crucial to “keep your eyes wide open.” 

 

The first time we did this installation we noted a clear interaction created between 

repetition of a large number of works on same subject and the perception of the work as a 

multitude. We felt like viewers as we observed our own work. 

The individualism that characterizes our current experience is emphasized, our intimacy 

seems shattered and we never feel more alone. The subject itself, from a technical point 

of view, is a difficult challenge. We’ve done it all! 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea Sole Costa 



ANDREA SOLE COSTA 

 

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina she graduated in 1982 with a degree in fine arts she 

moved to Florence to specialize in technical painting with l’Istituto per l’Arte e il 

Restauro “Palazzo Spinelli”. 

Since 1989, she has been a Director of Education and Art, teaching painting, drawing, 

ceramics and watercolor at “Scuola Sole Costa” through the Centro Culturale of  D.L.F. 

di Firenze.  

She has creates and designs murals in the center of DLF and stage sets for 

LyricDanceCompany at Teatro Cantiere Florida in Florence and at Teatro Romano in 

Fiesole. 

She takes specialization courses with Heatherley’s School of Fine Art in London, Il 

Centro per L’Arte Contemporanea, Museo Pecci, Il Museo Internazionale delle 

Ceramiche di Faenza e La Scuola Libera del Nudo in L’Accademia di Belle Arte in 

Florence. 

 

 

 

MAIN PERSONAL EXHIBITIONS from 1987 to Present 

- Casa della Cultura, Consolato Argentino, Roma, -Galleria d'arte Moderna “La Soffitta”, 

Sesto F.no, -Biblioteca Pubblica, Sesto F.no, Firenze,- Ditta WEKA a  Kissing, Ausburg, 

Germany -Galleria dell'Antica Compagnia del Paiolo, Florence ,-Fondation Argentine 

with la Cité Universitaire, Paris, France, -Villa Montalvo, Campi Bisenzio, -Villa San 

Lorenzo, Sesto F.no, Florence, - AUEL, Parterre, Florence, - Misericordia di Sesto 

Fiorentino  

- Circuiti Dinamici, Milan. 

GROUP SHOWS IN ITALY from 1987 to Present 

The National “Giuseppe Peccetti” Painting Award, Sesto F. no, Florence.  

Expositions in Galleries such as metropolitana fiorentina quali Galleria Via Larga, in 

Villa Gisella, la Palazzina Presidenziale della stazione ferroviaria Santa Maria Novella, la 

Limonaia di Villa Strozzi, lo Spedale del Bigallo, Bagno a Ripoli, Villa Demidoff Parco 

Mediceo, il Tepidario del Roster nel Giardino dell’Orticoltura, Palagio di Parte Guelfa, 

Centro espositivo A. Berti, Sesto Fiorentino, Present Contemporany Art Firenze e Linea 

Spazio Arte Contemporanea, Florence, Italy. 

She was invited to display at the Agora Gallery in New York – were she exhibited “La 

Soffita” (The Attic)  

 

2013 A finalist of a Florence-Shanghai Prize for Present Contemporary Art 

Her work can be found in public and private collections in Italy, Germany and the United 

States. 

 

 

 

Cell. 039/3391922397 

Email solecosta@gmail.com 

Site:  www.andreasolecosta.com 
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